LEHIGH DISTRICT
MINSI TRAILS COUNCIL, BSA
[image: image1.png]



2023 SPRING MERIT BADGE CAMPOREE

MAY 5-7, 2023
MACUNGIE MEMORIAL PARK
50 POPLAR STREET
MACUNGIE, PA 18062
WELCOME

Thank you for your participation in Lehigh District’s Spring Merit Badge Camporee.

The camporee will be held May 5-7, 2023 at Macungie Memorial Park located at 50 Poplar Street in the Borough of Macungie.  Various merit badges will be offered to Scouts during the camporee.  Scouts will be able to choose their program through a sign-up genius site created specifically for this event.  The registration to sign up for merit badges will start April 20th and run through May 4th.  The link for merit badge registration for Scouts will be sent to unit leaders.
We are currently looking for merit badge counselors and anybody willing to help with them for the following merit badges:
  
Astronomy MB


Automotive Maintenance Merit Badge


 
Citizenship in the Nation MB
Citizenship in the World MB

  
Health Care Professions MB
Mammal Study MB

  
Public Health MB


Radio MB

  
Safety MB



Scholarship MB

  
Signs, Signals, and Codes MB
Space Exploration MB

  
Traffic Safety MB

Counselor and assistants may sign-up at (please copy and paste) https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4EADA72EABF58-spring
NOTE:  Not all of these merit badges will be offered as it will be dependent on obtaining counselors for them.


I would like to thank everybody’s patience in getting this information out, as we had some issues with our originally planned camporee and will look forward to bringing that camporee to the district in the future.  I would like to thank Macungie Memorial Park for allowing us to utilize their facilities and for being very supportive of the Scouting program.


Chris Lubenetski

2023 Spring Camporee Chairperson
(610) 972-4045 (cell)

CLL189@aol.com 
CAMPOREE INFORMATION

Registration


Registration for the event will be done through Minsi Trails Council’s website (www.minsitrails.org).  
Cost


The cost for the camporee will be $10 per Scout regardless of attending for the weekend or just for the day.  There is no fees for unit leaders to attend. 

Patches


Patches will be given to all participating Scouts, Unit Leaders, and Counselors.  If anybody would like additional patches, please contact Chris Lubenetski prior to the end of the event.  Cost for the additional patches will be $2.50 each.

Patch Design


Anybody who has an idea for a patch, please contact or submit it to Chris Lubenetski at CLL189@aol.com.  The patch must have the following designed into the patch:  2023; Lehigh District; MTC or Minsi Trails Council; BSA or a fleur-de-lis; Spring Camporee, Merit Badge Camporee, or Spring Merit Badge Camporee.  

Rosters


Every unit attending our camporee must turn in a roster upon arrival.  Please provide the information that the roster requests (name, position, patrol name (if applicable), and the individual’s phone number).  This is for safety reasons.  The form will be emailed to unit leaders or blank forms will be available at time of registration.

Health Information


Be sure to have health information forms on all your participants (adults and scouts).  This information should be readily accessible by all unit leaders in camp in case of emergency.  There will be a First Aid Station located at the Camporee Headquarters.
Participation


We encourage all troops to participate in the merit badge activities and campfire activities.  This event is a planned weekend camping activity, however; we do understand that there are a lot of activities taking place this spring and will gladly welcome participants for any part of the weekend. 
Uniforms


All Scouts should wear Class B shirts (preferably a Troop T-Shirt) on Saturday.  Class A uniform shirts are not required.

Arrival and Check-In


Do NOT plan to arrive earlier than 5:30pm on Friday.  After you check-in for the camporee, you will be assigned an area for your campsite.  We ask that you provide your roster and make any payments that may be due at that time.  Parking will be allowed by your site for some vehicles (weather and ground conditions pending).  Additional parking will located by the Macungie Pool or the main parking lot of the Park located off of Poplar Street.

Units do not need to arrive together and may opt to meet at the camporee
 SPL/Scoutmaster Meeting


There will be a Senior Patrol Meeting and Scoutmaster Meeting at 9:00pm at the stage.  This meeting will cover any last minute changes to information pertaining to the camporee program, as well as answer any questions you may have concerning the camporee.

Merit Badge Cards


Merit Badge Cards must be legible and completely filled out.  If the card is not legible they will be returned to the unit leader and the unit leader must fill out the card.  It is the unit leader’s responsibility for legible cards.  Merit Badge Cards must be turned in at or before the SPL/Scoutmaster Meeting on Friday night for those camping.  Those attending on Saturday only the merit badge card(s) must be turned in at check-in.

Merit Badges


Some merit badges will require pre-requisites prior to the camporee to earn at the weekend, but if these pre-requisites are not completed, please do not worry.  The Scout may receive a partial and every effort will be made for follow ups to be done so the Scout earns the merit badge.

Campfire Program


The campfire program will start at 8pm Saturday night.  There will be some evening programs based on the merit badges being offered.
Camp Code


The Scout Oath and Law is the camp code at all times.  Violations to following the Scout Oath and Law may result in the individual, or their entire unit, being asked to leave the event.

Garbage


All trash must be put into trash bags and disposed of properly in the dumpsters at Macungie Memorial Park.  Please remember to RECYCLE!!!!  Please only recycle those items that are marked on the RECYCLE DUMPSTER!!  Remember, we are guests of the Macungie Memorial Park, please pick up any trash you see and dispose of it properly.  Prior to leaving Sunday morning, all units will be responsible for policing the area for garbage.  Let’s leave it better than we found it!!

Fires


Ground fires are NOT ALLOWED.  

Water


Water may be obtained near the main restrooms.
Restrooms


Restrooms are located near the pavilions and near the playground.  We strongly recommend that only the main restrooms be used, as the playground restrooms and the playground are open to the public.
Pressurized Fuel


Pressurized fuel (lanterns and stoves) must be operated by Scouts with proper training and supervision.  Adult supervision must be trained.  All fuel must be properly stored and away from the tents.

Alcohol


Alcohol and drugs are simply not allowed.  

Sheath Knives


Sheath knives are not permitted.  

Transportation


When transporting Scouts in vehicles, they must be in proper passenger seats wearing seat belts at all times.  Riding in the back of trucks or on tailgates is prohibited.

Leaving the Camporee


Anybody leaving the camporee to get supplies, etc. and returning, will be asked to sign in and out at Headquarters.  Mad Dog Hot Dogs is located next to the park, we ask that if you allow your Scouts to go, that they must use the buddy system at a minimum, but we strongly recommend going as a group escorted with two deep leadership.
Free-time Activities


There will be no contact sports allowed during the event (this means Footballs are not allowed, they will be confiscated until the end of the camporee).  Basketball, soccer, kick ball, tag, and other approved games are allowed, but you must remain within Macungie Memorial Park. 
Meals

Meals are the responsibility of the unit for the weekend.  We strongly recommend that lunch be quick and simple, as you will have about 1 hour to eat.   There are several local businesses that offer food-including Mad Dogs (offers hot dogs, ice cream, and other foods) and Salvatore’s Pizzeria-for those that may only be coming for the day.

Schedule

A complete schedule will be sent out to unit leaders upon its completion.

